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Abstract
 This article clarifies France’s national strategy by analyzing its new White Paper 
on Defense and National Security, released in April, 2013. The new White Paper shows 
France’s ambition for an enhanced “strategic autonomy” of decision and action. The 
principle of autonomy, symbolized by the nuclear deterrence policy, has always been the 
basis of French diplomacy under the Vth Republic. However, the quest for autonomy has 
to be re-interpreted within the actual international context, if we want to provide a valid 
explanation on why and how she conceives it today. 
 In its first section, the article reviews the discussion process of the new White 
paper, from the former Sarkozy presidency to the Hollande’s. The second section highlights 
France’s threat perception and her assessment on the world’s transformation since 2008, 
the date of the former White Paper’s publication. The third section deals with the two 
original aspects of the new White Paper: changes in threat perception on terrorism; 
aﬃrmation of the “end of the western domination”. There is a wide consensus in France 
that the challenges from emerging powers or the “Arab’s spring” have brought an end to 
the western predominance established at the end of the cold war.
 Along with European States’ defense budget cuts, the US “pivot to Asia” had 
a great influence over France’s new strategy. It has long been France’s objective to reduce 
her dependence on US, while promoting the “Europe de la défense”. But, the “pivot to 

























Europe’s larger neighborhood. France and Europe certainly played a significant role in the 
military operations in Libya or in Mali, but American support was indispensable for their 
success. France therefore estimates the desperate need to enhance “strategic autonomy”, 
by ameliorating its Intelligence capacity, in order to face regional destabilization 
possibly taking place in the North Africa, the Middle East or in the Persian Gulf. Those 
considerations have brought to light the French ambition to become an autonomous 
regional power.
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